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On March 3, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) called for a boycott of the
presidential election scheduled for March 19, saying the vote would only aggravate the war, hunger
and poverty. In a statement broadcast on Radio Venceremos, the rebels said, "The election of
March 19 is designed to sustain the war after the previous five flawed elections have aggravated the
original causes of the conflict. "We have proposed to compete in the political sphere, in which clear
and clean results would conciliate the parties in conflict in light of the inviability of continuing the
war. But those who have made a living from the war have sought to close the doors to peace...The
elections of March 19 will only aggravate hunger and misery, as they hold out no hope of real
solution for the country's crisis." The FMLN also reported that the government's armed forces were
continuing offensive operations in violation of their unilateral cease-fire which commenced at 12
a.m. March 1. On March 4, rebel network Radio Venceremos broadcast a communique by the FMLN
lamenting the lack of genuine interest on the part of President Jose Napoleon Duarte's government
and the National Assembly to meet soon with rebel leaders. The FMLN said the government had
dismissed their proposal to begin talks to organize a ceasefire on the weekend, and asserted the
rebels were prepared to talk March 7-8. The FMLN said the government had not responded to
its offer for weekend discussions made four days previously. Next, the communique accused US
diplomats of assisting in the drafting of Duarte's proposals. Washington, said the FMLN, was only
attempting to isolate the rightist Republican Nationalist Alliance (ARENA), and have the military
help the Christian Democrats win the election. The rebels pledged to continue fighting. In Las
Vueltas, a rebel-dominated village located in the northern department of Chalatenango, rebel
commander "Diego" told the AP on March 5 that the guerrillas are preparing a major offensive in
response to the government's rejection of their peace plan, which included an offer to participate
in elections for the first time since the civil war began. The rebel commander spoke with the AP
journalist in a classroom off the village's main plaza. Diego, a top officer of the Popular Liberation
Forces, one of five guerrilla groups under the FMLN, said, "To say we will (escalate the war), then
not do it, would be stupid both militarily and politically. So you can be sure we'll do it." Cmdr.
Diego, said AP, was carrying a Soviet-designed AK-47 assault rifle, one of several hundred he said
that his group has purchased indirectly this year from Nicaraguan contras based in Honduras. Diego
said, "The AKs are part of the military leap we're preparing. It is more potent in terms of firepower.
It makes its user feel more powerful, while contributing to the demoralization of the enemy."
Salvadoran rebel leaders said in mid-1988 they were acquiring arms indirectly from the contras.
Contra leaders deny their forces are selling weapons. According to several reports cited by AP,
AK-47 rifles may be in the hands of up to 10% of the FMLN's estimated 7,000 fighters. Acquisition
of these weapons, however, does not mean the FMLN plans to replace the US-made M-16 as the
rebels' standard weapon. Diego told AP that the rebels continue to use weapons as similar as
possible to enemy's so that captured ammunition can be used. "Miguel," a rebel lieutenant with his
squad in El Zapotal, four miles from Las Vueltas, confirmed Diego's statements on weapons use:
"We like them. They're a better weapon (than the M-16). But ammunition could become a problem
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in the long run, and then we'll just go back to the M-16." He said the AK-47s are being issued to
more seasoned combatants. (Basic data from AP, 03/03/89; 03/06/89; AFP, New York Times, 03/04/89)
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